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In India’s pluralistic socio-cultural context, the field
of social work has been shaped through a
convergence of influences such as, traditional
indigenous ideals of charity (seva), faith-inspired
initiatives and contemporary secular models
advanced by governmental and non-governmental
organisations. The professional discipline of social
work in India incorporates approaches such as
structural social work, which seeks to dismantle
systems of injustice and empower the marginalised,
and critical social work, which interrogates power
structures and advocates for inclusive, participatory
methods. While these efforts have significantly
contributed to societal welfare, the role and
contribution of Christianity in shaping ethical and
socially engaged citizens has remained
underexplored in academic and professional
discourse.

Christian education, whether imparted through
schools, colleges, seminaries, or church-based
institutions has historically sought to form
individuals in knowledge, faith, and service. At its
best, it cultivates values such as compassion,
justice, human dignity, and stewardship. It also
emphasises care for mental health and well-being,
acknowledging the holistic needs of individuals and
communities as essential for responsible civic
engagement and social accountability.

These praxes are often grounded in liberation and
empowerment reflecting core imperatives of
Christian education. Such values align closely with
the ethical foundations of social work and, when
intentionally integrated, offer a robust framework for
reflection and transformation. A close nexus exists
between Christian education and profession of
social work practice and so they are not to be
viewed as separate or parallel domains, but as
mutually enriching disciplines. When faith-based
formation intersects with professional praxis, a
unique space emerges for ethical reflection, social
advocacy, and collaborative action for the
transformation of society. This is particularly
significant in India’s religiously plural and socially
diverse context, where interfaith cooperation is both
a necessity and a challenge.

Historical figures such as Pandita Ramabai had
embodied this integration of Christian faith, education,
and social service through her pioneering work in the
empowerment of women and orphans. Scholars like
John C. B. Webster, an Anglican theologian, informed
by Dalit theology, urges solidarity with marginalised
communities, calling for ecumenical and interfaith
efforts to challenge systemic injustice. The encyclical
letter of Caritas in Veritate (2009) argues that
development must be holistic and guided by charity
and trust.

In this light, this seminar invites scholars, educators,
practitioners, and faith leaders to engage in a critical
and constructive discourse at the intersection of
Christian education and the profession of social work
to foster a shared vision for interdisciplinary
collaboration that is theologically/ethically grounded,
professionally competent, and contextually responsive
to the challenges and opportunities in contemporary
Indian society.

Objectives of the conference

e To investigate how faith-based education
can be integrated with professional social
work to critically engage with ethical and
practical challenges of identity, power,
pluralism, and sustainability.

e To explore models of Christian education in
India that effectively foster social concerns
and transformation and propose strategies
for schools, seminaries, and Christian NGOs
that foster social transformation.

e To propose collaborative possibilities
between Christian institutions, NGOs, state
agencies, and other faith communities in
promoting social justice in interfaith contexts.

To achieve these objectives, the conference
invites papers on a range of topics, including but
not limited to the following:

Sub-Themes

¢ Biblical and Theological Foundations for Social
Engagement, and ethical convergences such as
Justice, compassion and Human rights in
Christian and Social Profession Work Frameworks

e Models of curriculum/cooperation for Social
Works and Christian education for emancipatory
and inter and intra-faith engagements

¢ Models of Collaboration for Social Change
among Faith-Based Organizations and Secular
Partnerships.

e Christian and Social Work Profession responses
to structural Injustice and Marginalization- caste,
gender, and poverty.

¢ Integrating contextual theologies with
participatory and emancipatory social work
practices.

e Tension and synergies between faith-based
motivation and secular expectations.

¢ Digital Spaces and Social Advocacy - Faith-
Informed Responses in the Networked Society.



